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Summary Highlights of Economic Conditions in the Nonrubber Footwear 
Industry in the Second Calendar Quarter of 1981 

U.S. production.--Preliminary data indicate that domestic production of 
nonrubber footwear amounted to 94.8 million pairs in April-June 1981, or 7 
percent less than that in the corresponding period of 1980 (table 1). 

U.S. imports.--U.S. imports of nonrubber footwear totaled 81.7 million 
pairs in April-June 1981, 8 percent less than in the corresponding period of 
1980 (table 1). Imports from Taiwan and Korea declined 38 percent during the 
period, from 43.1 million pairs to 26.7 million, partly owing to the payback 
of quota borrowed by them in the previous quota years. Countries showing 
significant increases in shipments during the second quarter of this year were 
Brazil, Hong Kong, People's Republic of China, Singapore, and Thailand 
(table 5). 

U.S. exports.--U.S. exports in April-June 1981 remained virtually 
unchanged from that in the year-earlier period, at 3.1 million pairs. 

Ratio of imports to consumption.--Imports of nonrubber footwear accounted 
for 46 percent of U.S. consumption in April-June 1981, compared with 47 
percent in the corresponding period of 1980 (table 1). 

Prices.--During the second quarter of 1981, the Producer Price Index for 
footwear increased 4 percent over the same period a year ago. The Consumer 
Price Index for footwear increased 6 percent during the period. 

Employment and unemployment rate.--Preliminary data for the second 
quarter of 1981 show that employment amounted to 144,500 employees, 4 percent 
less than that in the corresponding period of 1980 (table 2). The 
unemployment rate in the leather and leather products industry for April-June 
1981 was 12.7 percent, compared with 9.7 percent in the corresponding period 
of 1980 
(table 3). 1/ 

1/ Data on monthly unemployment rates are subject to considerable fluctation 
because of the small sample used and, consequently, should be used with 
caution. 
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